















This	 submission	 is	 based	 on	 a	 research	 project	 funded	 by	 the	 British	 Academy	 intended	 to	 bring	
together	the	experiences	of	those	who	use	the	criminal	justice	system	in	south	Wales.	We	will	provide	
evidence	 of	 some	 of	 the	 reflections	 of	 the	 participants,	 which	 should	 inform	 the	 Commission’s	







witnesses	 in	 criminal	 cases.	 The	 following	 codes	 have	 been	 used:	 DS	 for	 defence	 solicitor,	 BS	 for	
barrister,	PO	for	police	officer,	PW	for	prison	worker,	CC	for	those	accused	or	convicted,	FM	for	family	
members,	and	SC	for	those	who	had	been	witnesses.		
















One	of	 the	most	 important	 issues	 for	 the	 interviewees	 in	 this	 study	was	 the	 significance	 of	 court	




















about	 it,	 but	 it’s,	 you	 know,	 five	 quid	 there,	 five	 quid	 back,	 he’s	 on	 like	 fifty-three	 quid	 a	 week,	































going	 to	a	 local	police	 station	 for	 interview,	whatever	else,	but	now,	all	Bridewells.	 They're	all	big	
Bridewell	stations	…	I've	found	they've	started	using	the	local	courts	now	for	VA	interviews,	voluntary	



















access	 in	 the	 cells,	 and	 he's	 wheelchair-bound.	 He	 had	 an	 accident	 in	 the	 army.	 He's	 brought	 to	
Newport,	plead,	he	denies	the	breach	of	the	community	order	that	he	was	on	and	it	gets	adjourned	
for	trial	back	to	Merthyr.	But	he's	just	given	a	travel	warrant	to	get	home	…	So	that'll	be	a	train	from	
Newport	 to	Cardiff,	Cardiff	 to	sort	of	Pontypridd	area,	maybe	a	change	 in	Pontypridd	 to	get	up	 to	
Abertillery,	and	this	is	at	half	five	in	the	evening.	Still	don't	know	if	he	made	it	home.’	(DS7)	
The	 impact	 on	 of	 the	 court	 closure	 programme	 since	 2010	 on	 all	 court	 users	 needs	 to	 be	 better	









of	 the	 lawyers	were	 saying	 in	Mid-Wales	 that	 they	 had	 to	 drive	 seventy-five	miles	 to	 their	 police	
station.	It	was	a	hell	of	a	long	way.’	(DS1)	
‘People	arrested	for	a	Barry	matter	now	are	taken	to	Bridgend.	You	know,	which	is	a	fair	old	way	from	
Barry,	 let	alone	Cardiff.	And	of	course	people	who	are	 in	court,	who	are	offending	 in	the	Bridgend	
area,	or	Bridgend	Neath	area,	 they've	either	got	 to	go	 to	Swansea	or	 they've	got	 to	go	 to	Cardiff,	
depending	on	which	part	of	the	area.	So	that's	quite	a	bit	of	travel.	And	up	in	the	Valleys,	oh	God,	a	
huge	 number	 of	 courts	 have	 shut.	 I	 can't	 remember	 what's	 left.	 Cwmbran	 still	 operates	 …	 that's	
































–	 they’ll	 always	 be	 poor!	 Because	 it’s	 hard	work	 being	 a	 legal	 aid	 lawyer	 and	 it’s	 very	 important,	




an	attempted	murder,	 you’ve	been	a	 solicitor	 for	eighteen	years,	 you’d	expect	 to	earn	more	 than	
seventy	quid	to	do	that	case.	People	think	that,	you	know,	that	you	earn	a	lot	of	money!	And	it’s	not	
just	the	shop-lifts	and	everything	else,	it’s	a	big	serious	world	that	requires	a	lot	of	expertise,	and,	you	









































































We	 also	 explore	 issues	 around	 the	Welsh	 language	 to	 consider	 whether	 this	 was	 also	 a	 point	 of	
difference	 from	 the	 criminal	 justice	 system	 in	 England.	 While	 many	 interviewees	 picked	 out	 the	
















‘I	 speak	Welsh.	 I	 can	 only	 think	 of	 another	 couple	 of	 duty	 solicitors	 that	 do.	My	 response	 to	 the	
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